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Mendeley extracts data 
and fulltext from PDFs, .. 
 ..share and discuss their 

research in groups, .. 
 ..lets researchers organize 

and annotate papers, .. 



..and aggregates everything 
in the cloud 

 ..share and discuss their 
research in groups, .. 

















Mendeley’s 15 largest user bases: 

University of Cambridge  
University of Oxford 
Stanford University  
MIT 
Harvard University 
University of Michigan  
Imperial College London 
University College London 
University of Washington 
Cornell University 
Columbia University 
University of Edinburgh 
UC Berkeley 
Sao Paulo University 
University of Toronto 

1,800 Mendeley Advisors 
around the globe 



Content Publishers 

Metadata 
Publishers, service 
providers, ...  

Social Layer Mendeley, ...? 
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Social Layer 

Metadata 

Content 

Facebook, Twitter, 
Youtube, Pinterest... 
Creating and sharing 
“stuff” as a result. 

Tomorrow? 

A
m

o
u

n
t 

/ 
Im

p
o

rt
a

n
ce

 



A crowdsourced research database with 500 million 
user-uploaded documents: 

User profiles/ 
demographics 

User-generated 
tags/notes 

Recommendation 
engine 

Real-time reading/ 
usage stats 

Documents 
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Mendeley Open API 

We’re turning our database into an app platform: 

Licensed under 

User 
profiles/demograp
hics 
User-generated 
tags/notes 

Recommendation 
engine 

Real-time reading/ 
usage stats 

Documents 



300 third-party apps built on the Mendeley API 



Sharing Mendeley libraries with third-party clients 



Sharing Mendeley readership statistics with altmetrics tools 



Li, X., Thelwall, M., & Giustini, D. (2011). Validating 
online reference managers for scholarly impact 
measurement. Scientometrics.  

• Sample: 1,613 articles published in Nature and Science in 2007 
• Data collection took place in July 2010  
• Mendeley covered 93.8% of Nature articles and 92.8% of Science articles 

Correlations between 
Mendeley readership 
data and Web of 
Science / Google 
Scholar citation 
counts: 
.540** to .603** 



Li, X., & Thelwall, M. (2012). F1000, Mendeley and Traditional 
Bibliometric Indicators. 17th International Conference on 
Science and Technology Indicators (Vol. 3, pp. 1–11). 

• Sample: 1,397 articles published in 172 different journals in 2008 
• Data collection took place in January 2012  
• Mendeley covered 99.5% of articles 

Correlations between 
Mendeley readership data 
and Web of Science / Scopus 
/ Google Scholar citation 
counts: 

• .682** to .694** for the 
entire sample 

• .930** to .934** for 
extremely highly-cited and 
frequently-read articles 



Bar-Ilan, J. (2012). JASIST@mendeley. ACM Web Science 
Conference 2012 Workshop. Evanston, IL.  
http://altmetrics.org/altmetrics12/bar-ilan/ 

• Sample: 1,637 articles published in the Journal of the American Society for 
Information Science and Technology (JASIST) from 2001-2011 

• Data collection took place in April 2012  
• Mendeley covered 97.2% of articles 

Correlation table: Spearman correlations Mendeley readers 

Web of Science citations .458** 

Scopus citations .502** 

Google Scholar citations .519** 



Sharing Mendeley research activity with other collaboration tools 



Letting any tool share data with Mendeley users 





Content and workflow tools that improve the efficiency and outcomes 

for researchers 
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Search & 
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Read & 
evaluate 
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Share, 
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Review & 
publish 
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User interface 

Content “back-end” 

Social “back-end” 

Elsevier and Mendeley coming together 

Combining content and data with technology is 
incredibly powerful! 



Integration with 
ScienceDirect/Scopus  

For our users:  

Free storage upgrades 

Increased collaboration limits 
(initially just for Mendeley Advisors) 

New iOS app with 
annotations & highlights 





• Solve meaningful problems for our users 
• Combine content with technology 
• Create an awesome user experience 



“All the time we are very 
conscious of the huge challenges 
that human society has now – 
curing cancer, understanding 
the brain for Alzheimer‘s.  

But a lot of the state of knowledge 
of the human race is sitting in the 
scientists’ computers, and is 
currently not shared. We need to 
get it unlocked so we can tackle 
those huge problems.“ 

shared 
unlocked 

knowledge 



www.mendeley.com 


